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BREARLEY AVENUE, BELMONT — CLOSURE 

Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.35 am]: My grievance today to the Minister for Transport is on behalf of 
members of the Belmont community, regarding the closure of Brearley Avenue. This was raised a couple of 
weeks ago, but members of the community followed up with me and asked whether I could follow up this issue 
in Parliament because they want to not only ensure that I present a bit more detail but also try to get a better 
outcome. As many people know, Labor has been undertaking Metronet forums throughout the community and 
we recently held one in Belmont. One of the key outcomes or key issues that was raised at the meeting — 

Mrs G.J. Godfrey: Where was my invitation? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not get invited to anything that members opposite do. It was a public meeting that was 
advertised on my Facebook site. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, I am sorry you were not invited, but let us move on. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was a very well attended meeting, one of the most well attended, so people are very keen 
to hear about — 

Ms E. Evangel interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is unusual, I know; Liberal Party members do not understand that the Labor Party goes out 
in the community and has open meetings, so it is quite odd for them. When they have a meeting, they register 
everyone’s name and get their background to ensure that only Liberal Party members attend. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. I know that does not happen at your functions, member, but in any event, the 
member for West Swan has the call. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We had a very, very productive Metronet meeting in Belmont and a number of issues were 
raised. Brearley Avenue was a key issue. As I said, it was raised in this place a couple of weeks ago following 
that Metronet meeting, but there are some significant outstanding issues I want to raise, in particular about the 
timing of the response by the Minister for Transport. 

The key issue is about access to Brearley Avenue. The government plans to close Brearley Avenue, but there are 
issues to do with access to local businesses and to local residents in the area. The Minister for Transport said — 

I have asked Main Roads to investigate alternative access options, including the potential for improved 
access at Boulder Avenue. I anticipate receiving this advice by the second quarter of 2017. 

That is after the next state election. It is a major issue and it has been a significant issue in the local Redcliffe 
community. There is a residents’ group and it has been raised at a special electors’ meeting. It is a significant 
issue for not only a lot of people who live there but also a lot of the businesses in the area. The idea that we will 
not get a response until the second quarter of next year is abysmal and we need more action. I will list the main 
problems raised by residents about the closure of Brearley Avenue. Residents are dissatisfied with the level of 
modelling and analysis undertaken on traffic movements in the area. They are concerned about poor access 
within the cell and the creation of more suburban rat runs such as Stanton Road in particular, which is in close 
proximity to two primary schools. They are concerned about the lack of access to businesses in the area and they 
feel that their concerns were not listened to initially. This issue needs to be addressed as soon as possible. We 
cannot wait until the second quarter of 2017 before giving businesses more security and residents an assurance 
that planning has been undertaken in such a way that their local areas will not be continually subjected to rat 
runs. This is the key issue. The planning around these precincts, in particular Forrestfield and Redcliffe with the 
new rail line, has created enormous issues. There has not been enough integration and coordination between the 
tiers of government and the different agencies in the Forrestfield and Belmont precincts about what the 
Department of Planning, the Public Transport Authority and the councils are seeking and what the community is 
asking for. I know this area pretty well. Other major issues are access issues and the potential expansion of 
Great Eastern Highway in that area. The road structure being developed will mean a greater number of rat runs 
in the area and Stanton Road will be used more to access that area close to Tonkin Highway. 

Minister, everyone deserves a more detailed answer and more advice before the second quarter of 2017. 
Businesses need to know how they will continue to operate in the future and the residents need some certainty 
about how their suburb will operate given that traffic management will be a major issue because of the increased 
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density. If we limit or reduce access or we do not properly think through the flows within that cell, we could 
create potential congestion issues. Increased density, road closures, the impact on businesses and the creation of 
rat runs are all issues that have not been properly addressed. As I said, it was the number one issue raised with 
me at the Metronet forum. Although this issue has already been raised in this place, people have followed it up 
with me. I received emails asking me to raise the matter in this place. I congratulate Hon Samantha Rowe for the 
work she has done in this area — 

Mrs G.J. Godfrey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you! The member for West Swan has the call. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In particular, her coordination of these — 

Mrs G.J. Godfrey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Belmont, I call you to order for a first time. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You’ve touched a nerve. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Obviously. 

Mrs G.J. Godfrey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Belmont! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: This is a serious issue that I am raising in Parliament. I am not sure why people are so upset 
about it. It is a serious issue that has been raised directly with me by the residents and business owners in the 
area. They want a better answer and a better timetable to provide certainty on this matter. I have read through the 
Liberal Party’s 2013 transport policy and I did not see this road closure highlighted as a key feature. Labor had 
planned a station at a different location, which would not have created these issues. However, this is what we 
have. We need more certainty and better access for businesses and residents in the area. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.43 am]: I find it fascinating that the member 
for West Swan is spending so much time on another member’s electorate in a grievance. I assume it is because 
the Liberal–National government is doing so much work in those northern corridors to provide great outcomes in 
the electorate of West Swan that she has to look to other electorates to find a grievance. 

The issue of Brearley Avenue was covered in a grievance raised in this place by the member for Belmont on 
19 May. I can advise that Brearley Avenue is a state road under the care and maintenance of Main Roads 
Western Australia. It is disappointing that some of the information that the member for West Swan raised was 
not really accurate, particularly about rat runs. Part of the reason for closing Brearley Avenue is the traffic flow 
on Great Eastern Highway. It is a three-way intersection so it is quite complex. The road has been closed partly 
to ensure an even flow along Great Eastern Highway so that we do not get rat runs through the local 
communities. For many decades, Brearley Avenue has served as a main access point to the Perth domestic 
airport precinct. The long-term process will involve the relocation of all domestic activity to what is considered 
the old international terminal. In recent years, many significant changes have occurred with both traffic 
movements and the evolving nature of the airport, which is why we have looked at this whole process. The 
closure was not highlighted in the 2013 traffic report that the member raised because at that point we had not 
committed to a fully underground rail service, which I believe is a far better outcome for the people in those 
communities. Yes, the opposition’s station was to be located in the middle of Tonkin Highway. However, we are 
providing an underground service, which means there will not be the same level of interaction with and impact 
on noise and visual pollution with a railway line going through or nearby these areas. We have been able to 
deliver that outcome by utilising an aboveground budget. In fact, we are doing it for significantly less than what 
the Labor option would have cost. We are getting a great outcome for the people of Belmont. This is not to say 
that it has not posed challenges. We acknowledge that by changing and delivering an underground solution we 
have had to refocus and look at its impact. The majority of people I talk to who own properties at Redcliffe are 
quite excited about the redevelopment opportunities and potential increase in the value of land as a result of this 
infrastructure being created for the people of Redcliffe. The majority of them are quite excited by the delivery of 
this service because we know that the addition of this type of infrastructure adds greatly to the value of those 
properties. I reiterate that I understand a number of local residents and business owners would like to see 
Brearley Avenue remain open. The member for Belmont has raised this issue and championed the cause for 
those residents. We have taken the matter seriously and we wanted to look at different options. I acknowledge 
that in November last year, the member for Belmont organised a public forum that I attended. 
As I stated in response to the member for Belmont’s grievance, the state’s position is that Brearley Avenue will 
need to close. This decision has been made in light of the imminent commencement of the construction of the 
railway station, the need to reduce congestion at the existing intersection, as I said just a little while ago, and to 
support the vision of the “Development Area 6” revitalisation strategy and the planning potential of the area, 

 [2] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 16 June 2016] 

 p3583b-3585a 
Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Dean Nalder 

which I understand the City of Belmont has actively been involved in. With regard to this decision, I am also 
mindful that the planned closure will present a number of access difficulties for some local residents and 
businesses. I have acknowledged these concerns, as conveyed by the member for Belmont on their behalf. 
Although the permanent closure will occur, it is appropriate to explore the options to minimise any issues for the 
whole community. Accordingly, I committed to the member for Belmont that I would ask Main Roads to 
investigate the alternative access options, including the potential for improved access at Boulder Avenue, which 
I have done. This is on top of the work undertaken at Fauntleroy Avenue and — 
Ms R. Saffioti: Coolgardie. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: Yes, Coolgardie Avenue. Thank you very much. This will ensure better access in and out of 
Redcliffe for the local community. The advice that I have received from Main Roads Western Australia is that it 
will take some months to fully option out those. I am conscious that we will move into caretaker mode after 
Christmas and early February and it is likely that we will not have that information until after the election. As 
a result, given that we have been told that it will be that time, I have indicated that we will maintain 
Brearley Avenue and keep it open through to First Avenue to provide access go those local businesses and the 
local community so that there is continued access until we understand what we can do with the Boulder Avenue 
intersection. We do not know what will come from that after the election. Whoever is responsible for the 
portfolio and whoever is in government can make those appropriate decisions.  
I acknowledge the concerns raised by the member for West Swan, but I reiterate the message that I provided. 
I also thank the member for Belmont for her strong representation on behalf of her constituents. I state that this is 
the first time the member for West Swan has raised this matter with me and I am not aware of any letter from the 
member regarding this issue. We are committed to providing a fantastic outcome for the community of 
Redcliffe. I believe that the addition of this infrastructure through this neighbourhood has been carefully 
considered and I believe that we are providing a far superior outcome by providing a rail service that stays 
underground, but it does pose significant challenges that we continue to work on. 
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